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\N ARCHITECT DESIGNS WITH RESPECT FOR THE PLANET

WRITTEN BY DANIELLE GOODMAN  rHoTosRAPHY BY JAMES RAY SPAHN

An architect’'s own house tends to express most succinctly the architect's philosophy. “The goal is to really look at
your impact on the planet as a whole,” says Doug Graybeal of Graybeal Architects LLC. “What goes hand in hand

with that is your own health, and the occupant having a healthy environment.”

This ethos was formed as a young man when the Maryland native spent two years in Aspen in the mid-1970s. He

fathers of the solar movemnient, before returning to Aspen. Graybeal's formal style is influenced by the traditional

vernacular architecture of Colorado, which responds to the light, the climate and the seasons.
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| then pursued a master’s degree in environmental planning at Arizona State, under the tutelage of two of the
This architect’s greatest mentor, however, was his own father, who played an active part in the nuclear nonprolif-
eration treaties in the era of the US-Soviet arms race. “He was an out-of-the-box thinker and a straight shooter,”
says Graybeal, who learned these lessons well. “ tend to appreciate architectural work that is straightforward, with

an honest use of natural materials, making wonderful, livable and functional environments.”

Evidently, this is a philosophy whose time has come. Graybeal’s Roaring Fork Valley house became a popular
attraction on “green’ house tours. Why the interest? The house is a straw-bale, passive solar building, which incor-
porates recycled materials and environmentally sensitive building techniques. Its colors and integration with the

hillside topography reflect the landscape it inhabits. And it's a sophisticated, polished, warm living space.

But the house works best because of the profound and synthetic thinking that went into it. With the use of mate-
rials such as Dakota granite and plantation cherrywood, Graybeal, who studied building science as an undergrad-
uate, says, I look at the impact of manufacturing, extraction and transportation.” And so it is with the design
process. ‘When you have a wonderful view of a mountain, you look at how to capture that view, but also how to
control the sun coming into the space.” In Graybeal's home, ethereal southern views of the snowcapped Elk
Mountain range, through glass that is varied to light the interior and minimize solar heat gain, are balanced by the
thick, cast-earth interior wall. This provides a thermal mass to warm the interior in winter and cool it in summer—

the elements of nature integrated with understanding. Graybeal's is a philosophy to live by.
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